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Grade 3: Module 2A: Unit 3: Lesson 1 
Reading New Texts about Freaky Frogs 
This lesson includes a series of activities to address L.3.2. See page 3. 
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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can determine the main idea of an informational text. (RI.3.2) 

I can ask questions to deepen my understanding of an informational text. (RI.3.1) 

I can compare and contrast the main ideas and key details in two texts on the same topic. (RI.3.9) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can read and identify the main idea and key details of my freaky frog text. • Close Reading: Main Ideas and Details recording form  
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening  

A. Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 

minutes) 

B. Engaging the Reader: Reading Excerpts 

about our Freaky Frogs (10 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Four Corners: Selecting Freaky Frogs 

(10 minutes) 

B. Reading New Informational Texts about 

Freaky Frogs (25 minutes) 

C. Looking for New Evidence (5 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief: Share New Learning about 

Freaky Frogs (5 minutes)  

4. Homework 

A. Share Unit 3 Newsletter with family 

B. Lesson 1 Homework 

• The Freaky Frog Trading Card is the performance task for the module and the culmination of 8-9 

weeks of hard and important work for students. Celebrating this hard work is an important 

consideration. Begin to explore ways to make this an authentic and meaningful event for students. 

Inviting family members, other classes and staff from the school, or even community-based 

individuals will allow students to feel that the learning they acquired and the work they did was 

meaningful and is valued. 

• Review Four Corners (Appendix) and prepare signs for Four Corners activity in Work Time A. 

• In this lesson, students choose the freaky frog they want to write about for their Freaky Frog Trading Card. The four 

choices are: the Poison dart frog, the Amazon horned frog, the Glass frog, or the Water-holding frog. 

• During Work Time A, students will be reviewing their Unit 2 recording forms on the poison dart frog, glass frog, 

Amazon horned frog, and the water-holding frog. 

• Consider creating a short Powerpoint that has only images of the four frogs, perhaps 6-8 for each frog. Show the 

PowerPoint prior to students making their final decision. Other programs such as iMovie, Windows Live Movie 

Maker, and Microsoft Photostory would be even more engaging and would go a long way to really building 

excitement about the performance task. 

• Group sizes need not be completely even. It is more important for students to feel excited about the frog they are 

going to write about and to have some choice. 

• In advance: You will need to prepare the texts to distribute to students; students only receive the text for their frog. 

• There are alternate texts for each frog that have gist boxes for each paragraph. 

• In order to deepen their expertise, students read another informational text about the frog they select in this lesson. 

This continues to reinforce learning about comparing two texts on the same topic.  

• Students do this reading in pairs, using the same process and recording form as used in Unit 1 and Unit 2 lessons. 

This is an opportunity for students to continue practicing their reading skills, but with greater independence.  

• This lesson is the last lesson during which students will do more reading about their frog. In the next lesson, they will 

transition to organizing their information in order to begin writing. 

• Mention to students that this lesson launches Unit 3 of the module and that the lesson numbers start back at 1. 
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 Teaching Notes (continued) 

 • The Close Reading as Researchers: Learning about My Freaky Frog recording form is generic and can be used for all 

four frogs. 

• During Work Time B, when students are in their groups, it is important to spend at least 5 minutes with each group 

to support them with their reading. 

• Continue to promote an expectation of ‘wide reading’ with students. Make clear that they are expected to be reading 

regularly at home, in addition to the reading they are doing at school. Students should always have books they are 

actively and regularly reading independently 

• Review: Recommended Texts list for Unit 3. (There are Recommended Texts lists for each of the three units in 

Module 1 on the EngageNY website. Each list includes books at a variety of reading levels.) The classroom library 

should be well stocked with many of the books in the Recommended Texts list for Unit 3 (or the module as a whole), 

as well as other books from a variety of genres. This should include some “in demand” books that are “stretch” texts, 

texts that are a bit above most students’ reading levels, but texts for which they will want to reach.  

Unit 3 Extension Work with Language Standards 

• Included within Supporting Materials of this lesson are a series of activity sheets related to dictionary skills, capitalization of titles, pronouns as a part of speech, 

punctuation of sentences, and adding suffixes to base words. Use of these activity sheets in conjunction with mini-lessons would be one way to address various 

Language standards in preparation for the writing at the end of the unit.  

• For the research-based narrative paragraph of the Freaky Frog Trading Card, students will be assessed on a series of Language Standards: 

- I can use conventions to send a clear message to my reader. (L.3.2) 

- I can capitalize words in titles. (L.3.2a) 

- I can spell words correctly that have suffixes added to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, happiness). (L.3.2e) 

- I can use reference materials, including beginning dictionaries to check and correct spellings (L.3.2g) 

• Within the Unit 3 lessons, there is no explicit instruction related to these standards. 

• Because of the requirement of first-person writing, some of the activities center around pronouns. This aligns with Language standard 3.1a. 

• Use this link to an informative animated video introducing the dictionary to students (includes 3 games): http://www.turtlediary.com/grade-2-games/ela-

games/how-to-use-dictionary.html   

http://www.turtlediary.com/grade-2-games/ela-games/how-to-use-dictionary.html
http://www.turtlediary.com/grade-2-games/ela-games/how-to-use-dictionary.html
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

identify, determine, details  

 

Poison dart frog text: secrete, 

odorless, contractions, lethal, 

blowguns, pores, secrete, chemical, 

muscle contraction, heart failure, 

lethal, carcass 

 

Glass frog text: transparent, 

completely, underside, vision, almond, 

moist, rainforest canopy 

 

Amazon horned frog text: shades, 

ambushing, spring, gulp, rainforest, 

prey 

 

Water-holding frog text: spreads, 

bladder, cocoon, puddle, warts, 

absorbs, mate 

• Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures (book; one per student) 

• Document camera 

• Selecting Your Freaky Frog sentence frame (for display) 

• Poison Dart Frogs Up Close (book; one per student) 

• Students’ Unit 2 recordings forms on poison dart frog, glass frog, Amazon horned frog, and water-holding frog 

• Four Corner Frog Signs: poison dart frog, glass frog, Amazon horned frog, water-holding frog (new; teacher-created; see 

Work Time A)  

• Freaky frog texts: “All about the Water-Holding Frog,” “The Amazon Horned Frog,” “Transparent Wonder” or “Poison Dart 

Frog” (one per student for his or her specific frog group; see Supporting Materials) 

• Close Reading Steps (for display; could be printed for students who would benefit from having it) 

• Close Reading as Researchers: Learning about My Freaky Frog recording form (one per student)  

• Lesson 1 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Vivid and Precise Words and Phrases (optional; one per student) 

• Freaky frog alternate texts: “All about the Water-Holding Frog,” “The Amazon Horned Frog,” “Transparent Wonder” or 

“Poison Dart Frog” (wider-spaced print; includes gist boxes for each paragraph) 

• Unit 3 Recommended Texts List (in unit 3 Overview; for Teacher Reference; see Teaching Note at the end of this lesson) 

• Language Standards Extension Activities (see note on previous page) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 minutes) 

• Read the two targets. Tell students that these targets are very similar to targets that they have been working on throughout 

their study of frogs.  

• Ask students to Think-Pair-Share together what they know about finding the main idea and key details. Give students a 

minute to talk together. Cold call one or two responses. Explain that today they are going to practice these targets with a little 

more independence as they learn more about one freaky frog of their choice. 

•  

B. Engaging the Reader: Reading Excerpts about Our Freaky Frogs (10 minutes)  

• Say to students: “Let’s look at some of the amazing, freaky frogs we have been reading about. Today each of you will choose one of 

these frogs to build even more expertise about. Let’s read a little about each one.” 

• Read the first short paragraph from Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures of 

each of the following, allowing students to look again at the amazing frogs they have studied thus far and to build excitement for 

these frogs: 

1. Amazon Horned Frog, page 20  

Paragraph that starts with: “Famed for its big appetite …” 

2.  Glass Frog, page 32 

Paragraph that starts with: “With its amazing see-through body …” 

3.  Water-Holding Frog, page 36 

Paragraph that starts with: “The water-holding frog lives in Australia …” 

4.  Poison Dart Frog, page 76  

Paragraph that starts with: “Most Poisonous …”  

• Ask students: “Which frog are you most interested in? Turn and talk to a partner about which frog you’re most interested in. Tell 

your partner what makes this frog so interesting to you.” Provide a sentence starter for students: “I think the ____ is interesting 

because____.” Display this sentence frame on the document camera or on chart paper.  

• Consider thoughtful 

partnerships when students go 

into their research groups to 

support ELL learners. Partner 

an ELL student with a student 

who speaks the same L1.  
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Four Corners: Selecting Freaky Frogs (10 minutes) 

• Distribute Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures and Poison Dart Frogs Up 

Close texts. Ask students to also take out their recording forms from Unit 2 for each of the frogs. Explain to students 

that they are going to look over their texts and notes and then they will select their freaky frog based on which one interests them 

the most.  

• Give students 5 minutes to review their notes and texts.  

• As students work, post the Four Corner Frog Signs: poison dart frog, glass frog, Amazon horned frog, water-

holding frog in the corners/areas of the classroom.  

• Tell students that they are going to choose their frog by participating in an activity called Four Corners. Remind them that they 

have done this before (Unit 2, Lesson 5). Review the process: 

* Each corner of the room is assigned for one of the frogs. 

* Students will go to the corner of the room that has the frog they want to study.  

* Once there, they share with their group briefly why they chose that frog.  

• Direct students’ attention to the four pieces of paper in the corners of the room. Ask students to choose which frog they want to 

study and to move to that corner.  

• Provide support for their decisions as they move to corners (see note at right). 

• Once students are in their corners, give them a minute or two to share with their group why they chose that frog.  

• Choice motivates all students, 

so let students choose which 

frog they want to study. 

However, consider nudging 

struggling readers and writers 

toward the poison dart frog, 

since they have more 

scaffolded reading experiences 

to draw from. Use professional 

judgment as these groups 

form. Prioritize students 

having choice, but help them 

make decisions that will set 

them up for success.  

• Instead of using Four Corners, 

use a technology alternative by 

using todaysmeet.com. 

TodaysMeet is a backchannel. 

The teacher would set up a 

“room” and post the question, 

“What frog do you pick and 

why?” Students would be 

provided the link. Students 

join the group and answer the 

question. Students will be able 

to see each other’s responses. 

This will work with iPads or 

computers. 
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Work Time (continued)  Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Reading New Informational Texts about a Freaky Frog (25 minutes)  

• Ask students to sit with their freaky frog group members, who are their new “expert group.” Share the enthusiasm for their 

choices. Tell them that they are going to take their first step as an expert group next.  

• Discuss with students how good readers and researchers read more than one text about a topic. Remind them that this is 

something they have practiced before when they compared texts about bullfrogs and poison dart frogs.  

• Ask students to pair up with someone else in their expert group.  

• Explain that today they are going to read their text with their expert group partner and take notes on their recording form. 

Remind students of the close reading process they have practiced many times. Display the Close Reading Steps for this 

work:  

* Read the text aloud for the flow. 

* Reread for gist and to identify important or unfamiliar words. 

* Reread for key information and details.  

* Read again to answer specific questions.  

• Tell students that today they will work a little more independently than in previous lessons, but they will still get some help.  

• Review briefly with students what it means to find the main idea and details in a text.  

• Distribute freaky frog texts (see Supporting Materials) and the Close Reading as Researchers: Learning about My 

Freaky Frog recording form. The format of the recording form is consistent with what has been used throughout the 

module so students should be able to proceed easily. Release students to read and complete their recording forms.  

• Circulate to each group to confer briefly as they work. If necessary for some partnerships, read aloud portions of the text.  

• Consider providing a smaller 

chunk of the text for struggling 

ELA or ELL learners to focus 

on when they read their 

research texts. 

• Use the alternate versions with 

struggling learners. 

• Consider having struggling 

learners or ELLS select their 

frog in advance of this lesson 

so that they can work with the 

text in advance of this lesson 

as well. 

• Consider providing struggling 

learners with a partially 

completed Close Reading as 

Researchers: Learning about 

My Freaky Frog recording 

form. 

• Pull small groups of struggling 

readers (within a frog group) 

to assist them. If the struggling 

readers are in more than one 

group, split the time. 

• Struggling learners and ELLs 

should continue to work with 

the text in their service time 

with their service provider. 
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Work Time (continued)  Meeting Students’ Needs 

C. Looking for New Evidence (5 minutes) 

• Gain the attention of the whole group. Students will meet in their research groups. If anyone group is too large, split the group 

or just have all students work with one or two partners from their group. Students will now review the details they recorded on 

their Close Reading as Researchers recording form to see if there is any new information. Say: “With your partner, review your 

recording form. Look at the key details you found about your frog from this new text. Put a check mark by the information that 

is new. Talk with each other as you do this.” 

• Emphasize with students that they learn more about a topic the more they read. Encourage students to find books on their frog 

within the Recommended Texts library (or classroom and school library) that they could read for independent reading to 

extend their expertise on their frog. 

• Students need to keep all materials on their freaky frog in a central place to use and refer to throughout the remainder of the 

unit. 

• Students will have many 

recording forms and materials 

through Unit 3. Consider 

providing two-pocket folders 

to house these materials. 

 

 

Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief: Share New Learning about Freaky Frog (5 minutes) 

• Gather students together as a group. Tell them to bring their new freaky frog text article and their Close Reading as 

Researchers: Learning More about My Freaky Frog recording form. Ask students to find a “debrief partner,” a student 

different from their “expert group” partner. Ideally, this should be a student studying a different frog, but this will depend on 

how many students are studying each frog.  

• After partnerships have been determined, say: 

* “Share with your new partner 1-2 interesting facts about your frog. Refer to the text you read.” 

• Give students a few minutes to share with each other.  

• Tell students that in the next lesson, they will share all the things they are learning about their freaky frogs by answering 

questions and by participating in a Science Talk about how their frog survives. They will need to think about this important 

question for homework so they can be an effective contributor in the next lesson’s Science Talk.  
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Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Introduce your freaky frog to someone at home. Tell them how this frog will be your focus for your Freaky Frog Trading 

Card. Share the new freaky frog text by reading parts of it out loud to someone at home. Focus on the four vocabulary words 

within your text and write the definitions. 
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Selecting Your Freaky Frog 

 

 

I think the ____ frog is interesting because____. 
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All About the Water-Holding Frog 

 
A Water-Holding Frog’s Body 
 

Water-holding frogs have wide heads and thick bodies. They also have webbed feet. 

Water-holding frogs are usually gray, dark-brown, or green and have a white belly. 

Their skin is smooth to the touch except for the warts spread over the body. 

 
Where Does the Water-Holding Frog Live? 
 

The water-holding frog lives in the dry deserts of Australia. In many ways, these frogs 

are just like any other, until the water from the last rains dry up. 

 
An Amazing Adaptation! 
 

A water-holding frog can store water in its body and live underground for a long time. 

When it rains, the water-holding frog absorbs half of its weight in water! This water is 

then stored in its bladder and in pockets in its skin. 
 

When the ground starts to dry up, the water-holding frog uses its webbed feet to dig. It 

digs deep into the ground to escape the sun and heat. The frog will then surround itself 

in a dead-skin cocoon. The cocoon helps the frog keep the water inside its body. 
 

When the rain begins again, the water-holding frog will break out of its cocoon and dig 

out of the ground. It will then look for small frogs, small fish, and insects to eat.  

 
The Water-Holding Frog’s Life Cycle 
 

The water-holding frog will look for a mate when it is above ground. Male water-

holding frogs use a mating call to find a female. Once a male and female mate, the 

female water-holding frog will lay her eggs in a puddle. She may lay up to 500 at a time!  
 

When the eggs hatch, the tiny tadpoles must change into frogs before the ground dries 

up again. 
 

__________________________ 
Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes  
Sources: 
Tom Jackson, Frog: A Photographic Portrait (New York: DK Publishing, 2010). 
Nic Bishop, Frogs (New York: Scholastic Nonfiction, 2008). 
National Geographic video “Frogs and Toads: Freak of Nature: Water-Holding Frog,”(2:00), © 1996–2012 National Geographic Society; 
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/animals/amphibians-animals/frogs-and-toads/frog_waterholding/ 
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The Amazon Horned Frog  

 

Amazon horned frogs have amazing adaptations that help them survive.  
 
Habitat  
 

Amazon horned frogs live in ponds of the Amazon rainforest. The Amazon rainforest 

is in South America. The rainforest is huge. It stretches out through many countries in 

South America. This means you can find an Amazon horned frog in many places.  

  
Physical Characteristics 
 

Amazon horned frogs are huge. They can weigh up to a pound and grow up to 8 inches 

long! They have round bodies and small horns above their eyes. They also have a very 

large mouth. Female Amazon horned frogs are mostly tan. This makes it easier for the 

females to hide. The male frogs are many different shades of green. They look like the 

leaves in the rainforest.  
 

The Amazon horned frogs have an enormous mouth and have very sharp teeth. 

Amazingly, they swallow what they eat whole. That means they take only one big gulp 

to eat their prey. Some scientists call the Amazon horned frog the “Pac Man” of frogs. 

This is because of their giant gulping mouths. 
 

The horns above Amazon horned frogs’ eyes help them to hide under the leaves on the 

forest floor. Their horns look just like leaf stems, making it hard for their prey to see 

them.  

 
Predators and Prey 
 

One other amazing feature of the Amazon horned frog is that they don’t care at all 

about what they eat. They eat almost anything! Amazon horned frogs will eat anything 

they can catch in their large mouths and sharp teeth. They catch their prey by 

ambushing it. This means that they hide under the leaves on the floor of the forest 

and wait. When its prey comes by, the Amazon horned frog springs out and catches it.  
 

Amazon horned frogs are truly amazing frogs!  
 
Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes (L720) 
 Sources: 
National Geographic, “Amazon Horned Frog,” © 1996–2012 National Geographic Society; 
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/amphibians/amazon-horned-frog/ 
Tom Jackson, Frog: A Photographic Portrait (New York: DK Publishing, 2010). 
Nic Bishop, Frogs (New York: Scholastic Nonfiction, 2008). 
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Transparent Wonder 
 

Deep in the rainforest of South America is the most amazing frog. The glass frog is resting 

on a leaf. It is almost invisible to any person looking at the leaf. That’s because the glass frog 

is almost completely transparent. When the sun shines on a leaf, the leaf glows in the sun. 

And so does the glass frog! It almost disappears into the leaf!  

 

The Glass Frog’s Body 
Glass frogs have clear see-through skin. If you turn them over, you can see their insides! You 

can see their hearts and their stomachs. You can even see their blood and bones! No one 

really knows why the glass frog is transparent. It makes the frog very hard to see when it is 

sitting on a green leaf. Glass frogs are always some shade of green on the top of their body. 

They often have gold colored eyes. They have excellent vision and can see things from very 

far away. Many of them are very small, even as small as an almond!  

 

The Glass Frog’s Habitat 
Glass frogs live in the rainforest in countries like Costa Rica. Most all glass frogs live in the 

trees. Glass frogs need to live in warm, moist places, such as the rainforest canopy, and 

have a steady stream of water near them. They can jump from a plant to the rock and then 

by the water.  

 

Glass Frog’s Predators and Prey 
Glass frogs like to eat what many frogs eat. They like to eat insects, flies, and tiny spiders. 

Their predators have a very hard time seeing them because of their color. That helps them 

survive. Their predators are the same as many other frogs: birds and snakes.  

 

Staying Safe 
The glass frog’s transparent color is an amazing adaptation that helps them to stay safe. It 

helps them stay almost invisible to anything that would want to eat them. It also helps them 

catch the small insects they eat. Glass frogs also stay safe because they sleep during the day 

when their predators are most active. They come out at night when they are even harder to 

see. The glass frog also does something amazing to help keep its eggs safe. They lay their 

eggs on the underside of a leaf, so the eggs can’t be seen. The leaf is above a stream, so 

when the eggs hatch, the tadpoles drop right into the water!  

 
Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes (L730) 
Sources:  
David Brian Butvill, “Shining a Light on Glass Frogs,” National Wildlife magazine, April 2008; http://www.nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/National-
Wildlife/Animals/Archives/2008/Shining-a-Light-on-Glass-Frogs.aspx 
Tom Jackson, Frog: A Photographic Portrait (New York: DK Publishing, 2010). 
Nic Bishop, Frogs (New York: Scholastic Nonfiction, 2008). 
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 “The Poison Dart Frog” 
 

 
“The Poison Dart Frog” by Jeanette Jenkins, Boys’ Quest Magazine, Feb 2002, Volume 7, Issue 5.  

Reprinted by permission. 
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All about the Water-Holding Frog (Alternate Text) 
 

 

A Water-Holding Frog’s Body 
 

Water-holding frogs have wide heads and thick 

bodies. They also have webbed feet. Water-

holding frogs are usually gray, dark-brown, or 

green and have a white belly. Their skin is 

smooth to the touch except for the warts 

spread over the body. 

 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

 
 

Where Does the Water-Holding Frog Live? 
 

The water-holding frog lives in the dry deserts 

of Australia. In many ways, these frogs are just 

like any other, until the water from the last 

rains dry up. 

 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

 

An Amazing Adaptation! 
 

A water-holding frog can store water in its body 

and live underground for a long time. When it 

rains, the water-holding frog absorbs half of 

its weight in water! This water is then stored in 

its bladder and in pockets in its skin. 
 

When the ground starts to dry up, the water-

holding frog uses its webbed feet to dig. It digs 

deep into the ground to escape the sun and 

heat. The frog will then surround itself in a 

dead-skin cocoon. The cocoon helps the frog 

keep the water inside its body. 
 

When the rain begins again, the water-holding 

frog will break out of its cocoon and dig out of 

the ground. It will then look for small frogs, 

small fish, and insects to eat.  

 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

 
 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

 
 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 
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The Water-Holding Frog’s Life Cycle 
 

The water-holding frog will look for a mate 

when it is above ground. Male water-holding 

frogs use a mating call to find a female. Once 

a male and female mate, the female water-

holding frog will lay her eggs in a puddle. She 

may lay up to 500 at a time!  
 

When the eggs hatch, the tiny tadpoles must 

change into frogs before the ground dries up 

again. 

 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

 
 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

__________________________ 
Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes  
Sources: 
Tom Jackson, Frog: A Photographic Portrait (New York: DK Publishing, 2010). 
Nic Bishop, Frogs (New York: Scholastic Nonfiction, 2008). 
National Geographic video “Frogs and Toads: Freak of Nature: Water-Holding Frog,”(2:00), © 1996–2012 National Geographic Society; 
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/animals/amphibians-animals/frogs-and-toads/frog_waterholding/ 
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The Amazon Horned Frog (Alternate Text)  
 
 

Amazon horned frogs have amazing adaptations that help them survive.  
 

 

Habitat  

 

Amazon horned frogs live in ponds of the Amazon 

rainforest. The Amazon rainforest is in South 

America. The rainforest is huge. It stretches out 

through many countries in South America. This 

means you can find an Amazon horned frog in 

many places.  

 

 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 
 

 

Physical Characteristics 

 

Amazon horned frogs are huge. They can weigh up 

to a pound and grow up to 8 inches long! They have 

round bodies and small horns above their eyes. 

They also have a very large mouth. Female Amazon 

horned frogs are mostly tan. This makes it easier 

for the females to hide. The male frogs are many 

different shades of green. They look like the leaves 

in the rainforest.  

 

 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 
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The Amazon horned frogs have an enormous 

mouth and have very sharp teeth. Amazingly, they 

swallow what they eat whole. That means they take 

only one big gulp to eat their prey. Some scientists 

call the Amazon horned frog the “Pac Man” of 

frogs. This is because of their giant gulping mouths. 

 

The horns above Amazon horned frogs’ eyes help 

them to hide under the leaves on the forest floor. 

Their horns look just like leaf stems, making it hard 

for their prey to see them. 

 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

 

 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

 

Predators and Prey 

 

One other amazing feature of the Amazon horned 

frog is that they don’t care at all about what they 

eat. They eat almost anything! Amazon horned 

frogs will eat anything they can catch in their large 

mouths and sharp teeth. They catch their prey by 

ambushing it. This means that they hide under 

the leaves on the floor of the forest and wait. When 

its prey comes by, the Amazon horned frog springs 

out and catches it. 

 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________ 
 

 

Amazon horned frogs are truly amazing frogs!  
 

Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes (L720) 
 Sources: 
National Geographic, “Amazon Horned Frog,” © 1996–2012 National Geographic Society; 
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/amphibians/amazon-horned-frog/ 
Tom Jackson, Frog: A Photographic Portrait (New York: DK Publishing, 2010). 
Nic Bishop, Frogs (New York: Scholastic Nonfiction, 2008). 
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Transparent Wonder (Alternate Text) 
 

Deep in the rainforest of South America is the 

most amazing frog. The glass frog is resting on 

a leaf. It is almost invisible to any person 

looking at the leaf. That’s because the glass frog 

is almost completely transparent. When the 

sun shines on a leaf, the leaf glows in the sun. 

And so does the glass frog! It almost disappears 

into the leaf!  

 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 
________________________________ 

 

 

The Glass Frog’s Body 

Glass frogs have clear see-through skin. If you 

turn them over, you can see their insides! You 

can see their hearts and their stomachs. You 

can even see their blood and bones! No one 

really knows why the glass frog is transparent. 

It makes the frog very hard to see when it is 

sitting on a green leaf. Glass frogs are always 

some shade of green on the top of their body. 

They often have gold colored eyes. They have 

excellent vision and can see things from very 

far away. Many of them are very small, even as 

small as an almond!  

 

 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 
________________________________ 
 

______________________ 

______________________ 
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The Glass Frog’s Habitat 

Glass frogs live in the rainforest in countries 

like Costa Rica. Most all glass frogs live in the 

trees. Glass frogs need to live in warm, moist 

places, such as the rainforest canopy, and 

have a steady stream of water near them. They 

can jump from a plant to the rock and then by 

the water.  

 

 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 
________________________________ 

 

 

Glass Frog’s Predators and Prey 

Glass frogs like to eat what many frogs eat. 

They like to eat insects, flies, and tiny spiders. 

Their predators have a very hard time seeing 

them because of their color. That helps them 

survive. Their predators are the same as many 

other frogs: birds and snakes.  

 

 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 
________________________________ 
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Staying Safe 

The glass frog’s transparent color is an amazing 

adaptation that helps them to stay safe. It helps 

them stay almost invisible to anything that 

would want to eat them. It also helps them 

catch the small insects they eat. Glass frogs also 

stay safe because they sleep during the day 

when their predators are most active. They 

come out at night when they are even harder to 

see. The glass frog also does something 

amazing to help keep its eggs safe. They lay 

their eggs on the underside of a leaf, so the 

eggs can’t be seen. The leaf is above a stream, 

so when the eggs hatch, the tadpoles drop right 

into the water!  

 

 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes (L730) 
Sources:  
David Brian Butvill, “Shining a Light on Glass Frogs,” National Wildlife magazine, April 2008; http://www.nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/National-
Wildlife/Animals/Archives/2008/Shining-a-Light-on-Glass-Frogs.aspx 
Tom Jackson, Frog: A Photographic Portrait (New York: DK Publishing, 2010). 
Nic Bishop, Frogs (New York: Scholastic Nonfiction, 2008). 
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“The Poison Dart Frog” (Alternate Text) 

 

 
 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Choco people – group of native 

people living in parts of Panama 

and Colombia 
 

blowguns – a hollow tube 

through which an object is shot 

out by blowing  
 

palm wood – wood from the 

palm tree 
 

pores – tiny openings in the skin 

 

 

 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

secrete – release through the skin 
 

chemical – a substance 
 
muscle contraction – a strong 

action of a muscle in the body that 

are often painful 

 
heart failure – a type of heart attack 
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______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

 

lethal – deadly 

 

carcass – the body of a dead animal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

natural enemies – enemies in 

their animal’s own habitat; 

its typical predators 

 
blowgunners – people who 

use blow guns 
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________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

retreat – to move back or away 

from something 

 

species – a group of things that 

are the same in important ways 

 

 

 

 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

“The Poison Dart Frog” by Jeanette Jenkins, Boys’ Quest Magazine, Feb 2002, Volume 7, Issue 5.  

Reprinted by permission. 
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Close Reading Steps 

 

 

1. Read the text aloud for the flow. 

 

2. Reread for gist and to identify important or unfamiliar words. 

 

3. Reread for key information and details.  

 

4. Read again to answer specific questions.  



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 3: LESSON 1 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U3:L1  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) April 2015  •  27 
 

Close Reading as Researchers:  

Learning about My Freaky Frog 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Text Title: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Topic: __________________________________________ 
 

Part 1: What do you think is the main idea of this text? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Part 2: Key details from the text that help me understand the main idea  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part 3: Key details from the illustrations that help me understand the main idea 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Part 4: Revisit the main idea: What adaptations help this frog survive?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Lesson 1 Homework 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Introduce your freaky frog to someone at home. Tell them how this frog will be your 

focus for your Freaky Frog Trading Card. Share the new freaky frog text by reading 

parts of it out loud to someone at home. 

 

Focus on the following vocabulary within your text: 
 

1. Poison dart frog text: lethal, carcass, retreat, odorless 

2. Glass frog text: vision, rainforest canopy, moist, underside 

3. Amazon horned frog text: shades, prey, gulp, ambushing 

4. Water-holding frog text: warts, absorb, bladder, cocoon 

 

Rewrite the words below and use context clues or a dictionary to define the words. 

Write the definitions. 

 
1. ____________________________: 
 
   __________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ____________________________: 
 

   __________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ____________________________: 
 

   __________________________________________________________ 
 
4. ____________________________: 
 

   __________________________________________________________ 
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Vivid and Precise Words and Phrases 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Vivid words and phrases 
(words used for effect) 

Precise words 
(words used to be exact and specific) 
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The next 43 pages are a series of extension activities that can be 

used through Unit 3 to address Language Standard L.3.2. The 

activities relate to dictionary skills, capitalization of titles, 

punctuating sentences, and adding suffixes to base words.  

See note on page 3. 
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Language Extension Activity: Get to Know the Dictionary 1 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 

  

A dictionary is a book, or a reference source on a 

computer, that lists words in alphabetical order, along 

with information about words’ meaning, spelling, use, 

punctuation, and syllabication. 

 
When would you use the dictionary?  
 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

 
Explore your dictionary. What are some things you notice? 
 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
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Language Extension Activity: Get to Know the Dictionary 2 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Think of splitting the dictionary into thirds, or three parts. The first third of the dictionary 

can be considered the beginning. The next third of the dictionary can be considered the 

middle. The final third of the dictionary can be considered the end of the dictionary.  
 

Now think of the 26 letter alphabet. If you also roughly divided the alphabet into thirds, it 

would look something like this: 

 
 

A - I 
 

J - Q 
 

R - Z 

 

Beginning 
 

Middle 
 

 

End 

 
With 26 letters in the alphabet, it’s an easy first step to think of where the first letter of 

the word you’re interested in falls within the alphabet and that will help you head to the 

correct part of the dictionary.  
 

Look at the first letter. In which part of the dictionary would the word be located – the 

beginning, the middle, or the end? 
 

 

life cycle  
 

survive  
 

predator  
 

crustacean  
 

tadpole  
 

habitat  

 
Extension: Use the words in your vocabulary notebooks or words from your reading about frogs. Call out the 
word to a partner and have them name the part of dictionary where the word would be found.  
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Language Extension Activity: Get to Know the Dictionary 3 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Use your dictionary and find 4 words that begin with the letter ‘k.’ 
 
1.  _________________________________________      Page ____ 
 
2. _________________________________________      Page ____ 
 
3. _________________________________________      Page ____ 
 
4. _________________________________________      Page ____ 
 
 
Use your dictionary and find 4 words that begin with the letter ‘d.’ 
 
1.  _________________________________________      Page ____ 
 
2. _________________________________________      Page ____ 
 
3. _________________________________________      Page ____ 
 
4. _________________________________________      Page ____ 
 
 
Use your dictionary and find 4 words that begin with the letter ‘w.’ 
 
1.  _________________________________________      Page ____ 
 
2. _________________________________________      Page ____ 
 
3. _________________________________________      Page ____ 
 
4. _________________________________________      Page ____ 
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Language Extension Activity: Get to Know the Dictionary 4 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Remember that you can think of the dictionary divided roughly into three parts. 

 
 

A - I 
 

J - Q 
 

R - Z 

 

Beginning 
 

Middle 
 

 

End 

 
With this activity, you will hear a letter. Quickly open the dictionary to where you think 

words beginning with that letter might be within the dictionary. Once you open the 

dictionary, look at the starting letter of the words on the page. Were you close? What letter 

do the words start with for the page you opened to? 

 
 

Letter 
 

Were you close? 
  

 

Letter I Opened To in the Dictionary 

  

Yes / No 
 

  

Yes / No 
 

  

Yes / No 
 

  

Yes / No 
 

  

Yes / No 
 

  

Yes / No 
 

  

Yes / No 
 

  

Yes / No 
 

  

Yes / No 
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Language Extension Activity: Get to Know the Dictionary 5 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Look each word up in the dictionary. Fill in the information about the word in the table. 
 

 

Word 
 

 

Part of speech 
 

# of definitions 
 

# of syllables 
 

extinct 
 

   

 

Definition: __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

 

tropical 
   

   

 

Definition: __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

 

survive 
 

   

 

Definition: __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

 

vertebrate 
 

   

 

Definition: __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

 

tadpole 
 

   

 

Definition: __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
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Language Extension Activity: Word Card Template 1 
 

Program the word cards for alphabetizing. 
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Language Extension Activity: Word Card Template 2 
 

Program the word cards for alphabetizing. 
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Language Extension Activity: Word Card Template 3 
 

Program the word cards for alphabetizing. 
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Language Extension Activity: Guide Words 1 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Guide words tell the first word and the last word on each dictionary page. The 
words found on a dictionary page will fit alphabetically between the guide words. The 
purpose of guide words is to help someone find a word more quickly. 
 
Discuss: If this were a dictionary page, what would you know to be true? 
 
 
 
 

 
Put each set of three words in alphabetical order. 
 
1. bayou, gills, hatch    ___________________________________________ 
 
2. bayou, gills, adaptation   ________________________________________ 
 
3. bayou, gills, emerge    __________________________________________ 
 
4. bayou, gills, fertilize    __________________________________________ 
 
Do any of the words come between bayou and gills alphabetically? If so, which one(s)? 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Discuss: What would that mean?  
 
Would these words be on this dictionary page? 
 
1. basketball _____      2. hibernate _____     3. crayfish _____     4. duckweed _____ 
 
5. aquatic _____          6. toxic _____               7. gape _____          8. eggs _____ 
 
 

bayou                                                                           gills 
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Language Extension Activity: Guide Words 2 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Find the word in the dictionary. Write down the guide words. Put all three words in 
alphabetical order. Say the words aloud in alphabetical order. 
 
1. poison 
 

    ____________________________  and _________________________ 
 
    __________________ ,  __________________ ,  __________________ 
 
2. transparent 
 

    ____________________________  and _________________________ 
 
    __________________ ,  __________________ ,  __________________ 
 
3. camouflage 
 

    ____________________________  and _________________________ 
 
    __________________ ,  __________________ ,  __________________ 
 
4. prey 
 

    ____________________________  and _________________________ 
 
    __________________ ,  __________________ ,  __________________ 
 
5. enemy 
 

    ____________________________  and _________________________ 
 
    __________________ ,  __________________ ,  __________________ 
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Language Extension Activity: Guide Words 3 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Cut the word cards apart and put them in alphabetical order. Once you have the cards 
in order, put them in a pile. The word on the top of your pile is the word that comes 
first alphabetically. The word on the bottom of your pile is the word that comes last 
alphabetically. 
 
If all of these words were on the same dictionary page, what would the guide words be? 
 
___________________________   and ____________________________ 
 
How do you know that’s correct? 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
What is another word that would fit alphabetically between these two guide words?  
 
___________________________________ 
 
 
What are two words that would not fit alphabetically between these two guide words? 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
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Language Extension Activity: Guide Words 4 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Write in the guide words that your teacher supplies. Find the page that has these guide 
words. Write down 6-8 words that are on this dictionary page. 

 

 

 

 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
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Language Extension Activity: Guide Words 5 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Write in the guide words that your teacher supplies. Find the page that has these guide 
words. Write down 6-8 words that are on this dictionary page. 
 

 
 

Write the definition of the first guide word:  
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Write the definition of the second guide word:  
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 3: LESSON 1 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U3:L1  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) April 2015  •  45 
 

Language Extension Activity: Guide Words 6 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Write each word under the correct set of guide words. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

able ▪ duckweed egg ▪ puddle quail ▪ reptile 

  
 
 
 
 

 

emerge 

transparent 

hatch 

predator 

species 

toxic 

habitat 

adaptation 

rainforest 

bullfrog 

estivation 

crustacean 

tadpole 

cascades 

tympanum 

fertilize 

camouflage 

amphibian 

skin 

canopy 

moist 

bayou 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 3: LESSON 1 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U3:L1  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) April 2015  •  46 
 

Language Extension Activity: Guide Words 7 (page 1) 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Use the word cards on page 2. Place the word cards on the correct set of guide words. 

 

Copyright © 1999 - 2015 Donna Young 
http://www.donnayoung.org/english/research/guide-words-activity.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://plus.google.com/116208594523007303582?rel=author
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Language Extension Activity: Guide Words 7 (page 2) 
 

Cut the word cards apart. Use them with page 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Copyright © 1999 - 2015 Donna Young 
http://www.donnayoung.org/english/research/guide-words-activity.htm 

https://plus.google.com/116208594523007303582?rel=author
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Language Extension Activity: Guide Words 8 
 

Student 1: 

Student 2: 

Date: 

 

When given the signal, copy the 5 words provided by the teacher. Find each word in the 
dictionary. Write the guide words for the page. Everything must be spelled correctly! 
 
Hint: Use the guide words to find the words more quickly! 
 
1. ___________________________ 
 
    ___________________________  and  ___________________________ 

 
2. ___________________________ 
 
    ___________________________  and  ___________________________ 

 
3. ___________________________ 
 
    ___________________________  and  ___________________________ 

 
4. ___________________________ 
 
   ___________________________  and  ___________________________ 

 
5. ___________________________ 
 
   ___________________________  and  ___________________________ 
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Language Extension Activity: Adding Suffixes to Base Words 1 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
A suffix is a word ending. It’s a group of letters that can be added to the end of a base 

word. A base words stands on its own as a word. You can make new words from it by 

adding suffixes to it. Two of the most commonly used suffixes are –ed and –ing. These 

suffixes are verb suffixes because they are added to verbs. Adding suffixes to words can 

change or add to their meaning. 
 

Quite often, when a suffix is added to a base word, it is simply placed at the end of the base 

word. But sometimes when a suffix is added to a base word, there are changes to the 

spelling of the base word. 
 

RULE 1: For most words ending in a single consonant you need to double the last 

letter when you add suffixes. This is especially true for one syllable words! 
 

For example:     chat + ed = chatted  or  plan + ing = planning 

RULE 2: When the one syllable word ends with more than one consonant, the last 

letter is NOT doubled. 
 

For example:     push + ed = pushed   or   want + ing = wanting 

RULE 3: 

"y" to "i" 

Words ending in a consonant plus "y" = the "y" is changed to "i" when 

adding the suffix.  
 

For example:     carry + ed = carried   
 

When adding the suffix 'ing' to a word ending in "y" = you keep the "y." 
 

For example:     copy + ing = copying 

RULE 4: 

silent “e” 

Silent "e" words end with a consonant and an "e." Words like love, like, and 

hope... you drop the "e" when you add the suffix. 
 

For example:     bake + ing  = baking    

 

With it’s true that there are “rules” for adding suffixes to base words, it’s important to 

remember that there are exceptions to these rules.  neede  
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Language Extension Activity: Adding Suffixes to Base Words 2 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Add the suffixes –ed and –ing to each base word. 
 

 

Base Word 
 

Add -ed 
 

Add -ing 

 

want 
  

 

dance 
  

 

use 
  

 

hop 
  

 

shout 
  

 

rake 
  

 

snap 
  

 

smile 
  

 

grab 
  

 

trip 
  

 

close 
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Language Extension Activity: Adding Suffixes to Base Words 3 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Add the suffixes –ed and –ing to each base word. 
 

 

Base Word 
 

Add -ed 
 

Add -ing 

 

gulp 
  

 

burrow 
  

 

swim 
  

 

climb 
  

 

eat 
  

 

stalk 
  

 

stuff 
  

 

live 
  

 

grip 
  

 

chase 
  

 

hunt 
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Language Extension Activity: Adding Suffixes to Base Words 4 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Add the suffixes –ed and –ing to each base word. 
 

 

Base Word 
 

Add -ed 
 

Add -ing 

 

emerge 
  

 

struggle 
  

 

satisfy  
  

 

soak 
  

 

bury 
  

 

crash 
  

 

search 
  

 

hurry 
  

 

drip 
  

 

cascade 
  

 

fry 
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Language Extension Activity: Adding Suffixes to Base Words 5 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Pick the word from the parentheses ( ) that makes sense in the sentence. 
 

1. A sphinx moth (fluttered, fluttering) past the blades of wild weed. 
 
2. The bullfrog tried (grabbed, grabbing) the crayfish with its long, sticky  
     tongue. 
 
3. The black-crowned heron (landed, landing) silently leaving Bullfrog  
     unaware of his presence. 
 
4. The heron was (satisfied, satisfying) after eating a nice, fat, juicy  
     bullfrog. 
 
5. The heron is (moved, moving) slowly closer to the bullfrog, 
 
6. The noise of the trash can lid falling (startled, startling) both Bullfrog and  
     the heron. 
 
7. As the heron flew off, Bullfrog was seen (departed, departing) for the  
    water. 
 
8. Bullfrog (called, calling) to its mate from its calling site. 
 
9. Deep in the bayou waters, Bullfrog and other males were (battled, battling)  
     for the best spot to call to a mate. 
 
10. Bullfrog could be heard (croaked, croaking) with his deep, bass voice. 
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Language Extension Activity: Adding Suffixes to Base Words 6 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Take each base word shown in parentheses and add –ed or –ing so that the sentence 
makes sense. Be careful to attend to spelling. 
 
1. The poison dart frog parents __________________ over their tadpoles. 
                                                                                             (watch)      
 

2. Poison dart frogs are ________________ by the Choco people for their poison. 
                                                                                       (hunt)        
 

3. The frog is ____________________ a mucus that keeps its skin moist. 
                                                                (secrete) 
 

4. Frog shed their skin by _____________________ out of their old skin. 
                                                                                                      (stretch)    
 

5. The froglet was _______________________ underwater using its gills. 
                                                                                  (breathe)   
 

6. The Amazon horned frog ___________________ its unsuspecting prey.  
                                                                                                  (ambush)    
 

7. The glass frog’s heart could be seen through its skin,__________________ in its 
     body.                                                                                                      (beat) 

 

8. The male frog _____________________ its eggs. 
                                                                               (guard) 
 

9. The glass frog tadpoles __________________ to the water below right after the  
     hatched.                                              (drop) 
 

10. The spadefoot toad is _____________________ deep in the ground to escape  
       the heat of the day.                         (hibernate) 

 

11. The frog were __________________ to get into the water to get away from 
      their predators.             (hurry) 
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Language Extension Activity: Capitalizing Titles 1 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 

There are certain words that should be capitalized in 

titles. There are some general rules you can follow. 
 

 

You SHOULD Capitalize… You SHOULD  NOT Capitalize… 
 

1. The first and last words of the title 

2. Nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and adverbs 

3. Verbs, including all forms of the verb to be 

    (is, are, was, were, etc.) 

4. All pronouns 

5. The word not 

1. Articles (a, an, the)  

2. The words and, or, or nor  

3. Prepositions 

4. The word to 
 

 

What words should be capitalized in the following titles? 

 

1. the jungle book 

 

2. diary of a wimpy kid 

 

3. i took the moon for a walk 

 

4. the cat in the hat 

 

5. the lion, the witch and the wardrobe 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 3: LESSON 1 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U3:L1  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) April 2015  •  56 
 

Language Extension Activity: Capitalizing Titles 2 

 

 
 
 

 

The title of a work, like a book, poem, or movie, has capital letters. There are some 
words in the title that may not be capitalized. Only the first word, last word, and the 
important words are given capital letters. Important words are nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
and adverbs. Usually, articles, prepositions and conjunctions are in lowercase letters, 
unless they are the first word of the title. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Rewrite the titles with the correct capitalization. 
 
1. the boy who cried wolf              _____________________________________  
 
2. deadly poison dart frogs           _____________________________________ 
 
3. the boy who loved words          _____________________________________ 
 
4. james and the giant peach       _____________________________________ 
 
5. the diary of a young girl           _____________________________________ 
  
6. the wind in the willows            _____________________________________ 
 
7. where the sidewalk ends          _____________________________________ 
 
8. the story of ferdinand              _____________________________________ 
 
9. the lion and the mouse            _____________________________________ 
 
10. blueberries for sal                   _____________________________________ 

 

Name: 

Date: 

Example 1: The Wizard of Oz 
Even though The is an article, it is still capitalized 

because it is the first word. The preposition of is not 

capitalized. 

Example 2: Little House in the Big Woods 
Since the is not the first word in this title, it is not 

capitalized. 
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Language Extension Activity: Capitalizing Titles 3 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

You SHOULD Capitalize… You SHOULD  NOT Capitalize… 
 

1. The first and last words of the title 

2. Nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and adverbs 

3. Verbs, including all forms of the verb to be 

    (is, are, was, were, etc.) 

4. All pronouns 

5. The word not 

1. Articles (a, an, the)  

2. The words and, or, or nor  

3. Prepositions 

4. The word to 
 

 
Circle the words that should be capitalized in the following titles. 
 

1. curious  george  at  the  fire  station 
 

2. the  true  story  of  the  three  little  pigs 
 

3. a  day  and  a  half  of  fun  
 

4. the  legend  of  blue  bonnet 
 

5. the  mysterious  journey  of  edward  tulane 
 

6. two  days  in  may 
 

7. a  pet  for  Charlie 
 

8. the  knight  and  the  dragon 
 

9. how to train your dragon 
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Language Extension Activity: Grammar Chart 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Nouns Verbs Adjectives Adverbs 

A word that 

names a person, 

place, thing, idea 

or feeling 

A word that 

shows action or 

state of being 

A word that 

describes or gives 

more information 

about a noun or 

pronoun 

A word that 

describes a verb, an 

adjective, or another 

adverb and tells 

where, when, and to 

what extent 

frog, lilypad, bayou, tadpole, 

predator, water, rainforest 

croak, hop, swim, emerge, is, 

was, were, leap, crawl, dig, 

green, spotted, webbed, moist, 

loud, predatory, enormous, soft 

boldly, slowly, quickly, very, soon, 

later, happily, patiently, sleepily  

 

 

Pronouns: a word used in place of a noun 

Subject Pronouns Object Pronouns Possessive Adjectives Possessive Pronouns 

I, you, he, she , it , 

we, you, they 

me, you, him, 

her, it, us, you, 

them 

my, your, his, 

her, its, our, 

your, their 

mine, yours, his, 

hers, its, ours, 

yours, theirs 

 

 

Articles 

a, an, the 

Prepositions 

above, about, across, against, along, among, around, at, before, behind, below, 

beneath, beside, between, beyond, by, down, during, except, for, from, in, 

inside, into, like, near, of, off, on, since, to, toward, through, under, until, up, 

upon, with, within 
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Language Extension Activity: Pronouns 1 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

A pronoun is a part of speech that takes the place of a noun. Every 

pronoun always refers to a specific noun. When a pronoun is the subject 

of the sentence, it is called a subject pronoun. 
 

Pronouns can be singular or plural. A singular noun is replaced by a singular 
pronoun.  

Jenna went to the library to return a book. 
 
    She went to the library to return a book. 

 
 

A plural noun is replaced by a plural pronoun. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Study the table that outlines the singular and plural subject pronouns. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Group Activity: 
 

Let’s write sentences and then change out the nouns for pronouns. 

Ryan and I went to the library to return a book. 
 
          We went to the library to return a book. 

Subject Pronouns 

Singular Plural 

I, you, he, she , it we, you, they 

↓ 

↓ 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 3: LESSON 1 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U3:L1  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) April 2015  •  60 
 

Language Extension Activity: Pronouns 2 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A pronoun is a part of speech that takes the place of a noun. Every 

pronoun always refers to a specific noun. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Subject Pronouns 

Singular Plural 

I, you, he, she , it we, you, they 

 

Subject Pronoun Practice 
 

 

Tara had fun on the swings. 

 

_____ had fun on the swings. 

 

Victoria and I went to the store. 

 

_____ went to the store. 

 

The players tried their hardest. 

 

_____ tried their hardest. 

 

My brother broke his arm. 

 

_____ broke his arm. 

 

The butterfly landed on the flower. 

 

_____ landed on the flower. 

 

My grandmother planted some seeds. 

 

_____ planted some seeds. 

 

My friends rode bikes to the park. 

 

_____  rode bikes to the park. 
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Language Extension Activity: Pronouns 3 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

In addition to subject pronouns, there are object pronouns. 
 

Object pronouns can be singular or plural. One noun is replaced by a 
singular pronoun.  
 

My brother and I wanted to play with my friend’s cat. 
 
               My brother and I wanted to play with it. 

 

Two or more nouns are replaced by a plural pronoun. 
 
 
 
 
 
Study the table that outlines the singular and plural object pronouns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Group Activity: 
 

Let’s look in some of our books for some object pronouns. 

My aunt brought in a big box for the cookies and cake. 
 
                  My aunt brought in a big box for them. 

Object Pronouns 

Singular Plural 

me, you, him, her, it us, you, them 

↓ 

↓ 
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Language Extension Activity: Pronouns 4 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Look at these sentences inspired by Deborah Dennard’s Bullfrog at 

Magnolia Circle.  
 

Lightning zigzags through the early evening sky. 
 
A crayfish and a sphinx moth become Bullfrog’s evening meal. 
 
Bullfrog uses his long, sticky tongue to grab his prey. 
 
The black-crowned heron tried unsuccessfully to sneak up on 
Bullfrog. 
 
Our trip to the bayou was enjoyable for my class. 
 
Bullfrog made a tasty meal of Southern cricket frogs. 
 
The Spanish moss was swaying in the breeze. 

 
What pronouns would take the place of the words shown in bold print? 
 

                       ………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Review the table showing the subject and object pronouns. 
 

Subject Pronouns Object Pronouns 
 

I, you, he, she , it , we, you, they 
 

me, you, him, her, it, us, you, them 

 

Group Activity: 
 

Let’s look in some of our books for some subject and object pronouns. 
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Language Extension Activity: Pronouns 5 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Pronouns take the place of nouns within sentences. Personal pronouns are 

used to represent people.  
 

There are subject pronouns and object pronouns. Pronouns can be singular 

and they can be plural. 
 

 Subject Pronouns Object Pronouns 

Singular I, you, he, she , it me, you, him, her, it 

Plural we, you, they us, you, them 

 

Circle the pronouns in the sentence. Name whether it’s singular or plural 

by writing an S (singular) or a P (plural) above the pronoun. 
 

1. Sam gave me a cookie. 

2. We can go to the store. 

3. They are going to the park to play. 

4. Alex and Emily can come with us to the party. 

5. We have been to the amusement park many times. 

6. It is on the floor near the door. 

7. The store clerk gave me my change. 

8. Mark’s brother loaned him his jacket. 

9. She decided to look after Sasha’s dog for the day. 

10. We went to movies after having dinner at home. 
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Language Extension Activity: Pronouns 6 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 Subject Pronouns Object Pronouns 

Singular I, you, he, she , it me, you, him, her, it 

Plural we, you, they us, you, them 

 

Circle the pronouns in the sentence. Name whether it’s singular or plural 

by writing an S (singular) or a P (plural) above the pronoun. 
 

1. They played outside all day. 

2. You can have more cake later. 

3. Peter will call you after school. 

4. You can place the games on the shelf. 

5. He ran to his friend’s house but no one was home. 

6. Mickey’s mom gave us snack to eat after school. 

7. I will do my homework without being asked.  

8. Jenny and Chris went to the mall to buy their dad a gift. 

9. Bring me another water bottle please. 

10. He won’t know how to get to the birthday party. 

11. Mrs. Smith bought us a new puzzle.  

12. Shannon tried to ask her but she couldn’t find her. 
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Language Extension Activity: Pronouns 7 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Circle the correct pronoun to complete the sentence. 

 
1. Manny is on my soccer team. (He / Him) is my teammate. 
 
2. My sister and I made birthday cards for our Grandma. We will give them to  
    (she / her) at her party. 
 
3. I invited my friends Ally and Annika to my house to play. I couldn’t wait to see  
    (they / them). 
 
4. My cousin Spencer is coming to visit this summer. (We / Us) will have fun spending  
    time together. 
 
5. My sister’s class is going on a field trip to the farm. (They / Them) will see lots of  
    animals and go on a hay ride.  
 
6. Drew and I rode our bikes to the park. It took (we / us) fifteen minutes to get there. 
 
7. My grandfather is taking me to the circus. (He / Him) already bought the tickets. 
 
8. Tanya didn’t pass the tryout for the soccer team. (She / Her) will have to try again  
    next season. 
 
9. I asked my friends Vickram and Andy to help me fix my bike. I knew (they / them)  
    help me if I asked.  
 
10. My friends and I tried to build a tree fort. Later my dad had to help (we / us). 
 
11. My Aunt Frannie takes her dogs for a long walk almost every day. She knows that  
      it’s really good for (they/them). 
 
12. My sisters and I went to the playground. (We / Us) took turns going down the slide. 
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Language Extension Activity: Pronouns 8 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Pronouns can take the place of nouns in our writing. If we repeat the same noun over 

and over again it makes our writing sound odd. Using pronouns in place of some nouns 

make our writing sound better. 
 

Take a look at this paragraph that doesn’t have enough pronouns. Where do you think 

pronouns should be used within the paragraph? 
 

Kristina and her friends Tara and Mia went to the playground. Kristina, Tara, and 

Mia got to the playground at 3:30. Tara wanted to go on the swings. Tara likes to 

see how high she get. Tara pumps her legs as hard as she can. Kristina and Mia 

climbed the rock wall. Kristina and Mia pretended it was a mountain. When 

Kristina and Mia got to the top, Kristina and Mia raised their arms to the sky as if 

they were famous mountain climbers. Kristina and Mia waved to Tara and then 

Kristina and Mia carefully climbed back down. Later Tara and Kristina used the 

monkey bars. Mia was tired so Mia sat down on the bench to rest. Mia watched 

Tara and Kristina as Tara and Kristina played on the monkey bars. Mia could tell 

Tara and Kristina were having so much fun. At 4:00 Kristina, Tara, and Mia knew 

it was time for them to head home. Kristina, Tara, and Mia put their arms around 

each other’s shoulders and walked down the sidewalk to their neighborhood. 

Kristina, Tara, and Mia sure had a lot of fun at the playground. Kristina, Tara, and 

Mia knew they be back soon. The next time Kristina, Tara, and Mia go to the 

playground, their friend Tommy is going to go with Kristina, Tara, and Mia. 
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Language Extension Activity: Pronouns 9 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
There are different kinds of pronouns. Sometimes in our writing and speaking we use a 

special kind of pronoun called possessive pronouns. Possessive pronouns show 

ownership.  
 

Possessive Pronouns 

Possessive Adjectives Possessive Pronouns 

my, your, his, her, its, our, 

your, their 

mine, yours, his, hers, its, 

ours, yours, theirs 
 

Possessive pronouns are used to indicate who (or what) owns something. Like all 
pronouns, possessive pronouns take the place of nouns in sentences.  
 

My sister is five years old. Her hair is blond. 

 

My friend and I are riding bikes. His is the blue bike. 

 

I went to get the mail. When I got there, I noticed that our mailbox was broken! 

 

The neighbors are really nice. I love to go over to play with their dogs. 

 

My baseball team had a tough practice Saturday. My friend lost his new baseball. 

 

Third grade went on a field trip to the zoo. My friend said his class saw the polar bears. 

 

My cousin and I drew colorful pictures. His was much nicer than mine. 

http://www.grammar-monster.com/lessons/pronouns.htm
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Language Extension Activity: Pronouns 10 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Possessive Pronouns 

Possessive Adjectives Possessive Pronouns 

my, your, his, her, its, our, your, 

their 

mine, yours, his, hers, its, ours, 

yours, theirs 

 

PART A: Use one of your books and go on a possessive pronoun hunt. Find and 

copy two sentences that had a possessive pronoun. Underline the possessive pronoun 

in your sentences. 

 

1. __________________________________________________________ 

 

    __________________________________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________________________________ 

 

    __________________________________________________________ 

 

PART B: Like all pronouns, possessive pronouns take the place of nouns in sentences. 

Go back to your book and read around the sentences you used in Part A. Figure out 

what noun the possessive pronoun is replacing. 

 

1. ___________________ replaced ________________________________ 
                                   pronoun                                                                                                                noun it replaced 

 

2. ___________________ replaced ________________________________ 
                                   pronoun                                                                                                                noun it replaced 

 

http://www.grammar-monster.com/lessons/pronouns.htm
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Language Extension Activity: Sentence Types 1 
 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

There are four basic sentence types. 
 

 
Declarative 

 

 

Declarative sentences make a statement to provide 

information or ideas. They are punctuated with a 

simple period. This is the most common sentence 

type. 
 

 

 
Imperative 

 

 

Imperative sentences make a command or a 

request for a specific action. They are punctuated 

with a simple period or they can be exclamations 

requiring an exclamation mark if there’s a higher 

level of emotion attached to the command or 

request. Exclamatory sentences are sometimes a 

single verb. 
 

 

Exclamatory 
 

 

Exclamatory sentences express strong emotion like 

excitement, fear, anger. Exclamatory sentences 

always end in an exclamation mark. 
 

 

Interrogative 
 

 

Interrogative sentences ask a question. 

Interrogative sentences always end in a question 

mark. 
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Language Extension Activity: Sentence Types 2 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Sentence Type Scavenger Hunt 

 
 

Use your module texts and find 2 examples of each sentence type. 
 
 

Declarative  
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

Imperative 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Language Extension Activity: Sentence Types 2  
(page 2) 

 

 
 

Exclamatory 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

Interrogative 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Language Extension Activity: Sentence Types 3 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Sentence Writing 

 
 

Write two examples of each type of sentence. 
 
 

Declarative  
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

Imperative 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Language Extension Activity: Sentence Types 3  
(page 2) 

 

 
 

Exclamatory 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

Interrogative 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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 Language Extension Activity: Punctuating Sentences 1 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

The ending punctuation you choose to put on a sentence depends on the 

type of sentence. There are four types of sentences.  
 

 

1. Declarative sentences make a statement or provide information. A period 

(.) is used as the end punctuation for a declarative sentence. 
 

2. Imperative sentences make a command or a request for a specific action. A 

period (.) is used as the end punctuation for an imperative sentence unless 

there is a higher level of emotion which would then require an exclamation 

point (!). 
 

3. Interrogative sentences are asking a question. A question mark (?) is 

used as the end punctuation for an interrogative sentence. 
 

4. Exclamatory sentences express strong emotion. An exclamation point 

(!) is used as the end punctuation for an exclamatory sentence. 
 

 

Add the correct end of sentence punctuation to each sentence. 
 

1. I’m late for school ___ 
 

2. Will you be finished with that soon ___ 
 

3. It’s time to leave for school ___ 
 

4. Stop doing that right now ___ 
 
5. What is the best book you’ve read this year ___ 
 

6. I worked really hard on my project ___ 
 

7. Put you books on the table ___ 
 

8. My cousin hit the game winning homerun ___ 
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Language Extension Activity: Punctuating Sentences 2 
 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Use the box to add the correct punctuation mark to each sentence. Use the 
line to identify the sentence type. 
 

 

Declarative        Imperative         Exclamatory        Interrogative 
 

 
 

1.  Take out the trash          _______________________ 
 
2. Can I have my ice cream now          _____________________ 
 
3. It’s time to eat dinner          _______________________ 
 
4. Will you be able to play later         ______________________ 
 
5. I won first prize in the contest         _____________________ 
 
6. It’s the first day of summer         _______________________ 
 
7. Grab the vase quick         _______________________ 
 
8. The play was so amazing         _______________________ 
 
9. A big snowstorm is headed our way         _________________ 
 
10. Can you help me with this         _______________________ 
 


